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From the Editor

I was pleased to receive the article which we are using as
the lead article in this issue. We have taken somewhat
seriously Jesus' admonition to minister to the hungry and
to the sick using as our authority (as if we needed any
command) among others, Matthew 25:31-46. We have
done less nobly when it comes to those in prison.
You will find the interview related to the Life Line
Mission very interesting. Do not miss it!
My first introduction to J. Sidlow Baxter was more than
twenty years ago when I attended the Ocean Grove (N.J.)
Bible Conference where he was the featured minister. I
was intrigued with his English accent and moved by his
warm spirit. We are pleased to share him with our readers
through the Pulpit and Pew page.
If you have never had any conflicts in your marriage you
may not need to read the article on pages 12 and 13. But
for the rest of us the article by husband Marion Ellis will
prove valuable.
The Contemporary Scene feature deals with a rather
sensitive issue. As is stated in the insert on page 16 this
issue must eventually be resolved. The Peace section of the
Mennonite Central Committee has given much time and
heard many voices in the preparation of this statement. It
is not proposed as the final word but is an attempt to bring
to bear on the problem Christian insights and a Christian
perspective which will bring healing to this sensitive subject.

Dr. Owen H. Alderfer
When Brother Alderfer sees the heading to this brief
article his heart may skip a beat. He well knows the usual
setting for such tributes.
But let this tribute be expressed now, upon the completion of ten years of service in the office of the General
Conference Secretary, for as of the end of June he has
completed two terms — the maximum permitted by the
church.
Brother Alderfer was no stranger to the office when he
was elected in 1963. He had served as assistant to Dr. H.
G. Brubaker during his terms as General Conference
Secretary. In this office Brother Alderfer maintained the
dignity and the stature brought to it by his predecessors.
His efficiency was remarkable. His judgment verified time
and again. He gave many hours, indeed weeks, to the
duties of the office in addition to a full-time faculty
assignment.
This tribute is not based primarily on the administrative
performance in the office of secretary. Rather it is
prompted by the concern and love for the church — the
Brethren in Christ — which he carried along with the
office. By profession he was a church historian. As a result
he saw the Brethren in Christ from a perspective not
possible for most of us.
From this perspective he sensed a combination of
biblical truth held by the Brethren in Christ which gave the
church a unique role and ministry. He saw this uniqueness
as a trust for which we are responsible. He evidenced
concern that the church not fail in this trust as it sought to
widen its cooperative fellowship and sought to become
more relevant to our times.
I have hopes that the end of his tenure as General
Conference Secretary will relieve him from administrative
duties to share with the church biblical and theological
insights which he is uniquely prepared to share.

It has been my privilege to work with him in numerous
administrative assignments. So I speak from first hand
knowledge. I have found him to be indeed a brother in
Christ.
John E. Zercher
Editor
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Editorial
A Mission Field
r p H E lead article in this issue reflects upon one of the
•*• major problems of our society and a major opportunity
for the church and for vocations for Christians. Crime is
increasing, the courts are backlogged, and our prisons
crowded. There must be a better way to respond to this
problem than meting out more severe sentences and
building more and larger prisons.
What can be done to deal redemptively with individuals
whose present life style is leading them to confrontation
with the law and incarceration? What alternatives does
society have instead of incarceration? What can communities do to receive back into their lives those who have
paid the laws' demands?
Society is not doing very well — on the whole — in any
of these three areas. Does not the church have the
resources to move into this mission field? As geographical
frontiers disappear we need eyes to see other frontiers to
which the church and Christians can minister and should.
The Christian understands the nature of man and the
power of sin. He should be aware that "but for the grace of
God go I." He is conscious of the spiritual resources which
are beyond the human and the social. He understands
failure. He maintains hope which never writes a man off.
He has the resources of a praying and caring community.
The church needs to be there at the early symptons of
trouble. Are any of us close enough to the police or the
courts that the chief or the judge will say "Here is a boy
who needs a man" or "There is a girl who needs a friend?"
Are we prepared to be available?
Within our judicial and penal system there is need for
professionals who will carry with their vocation a Christian ministry. Perhaps I have read the signs wrong, but I
am of the opinion that in days past a Christian who went
into social work was suspect. He could have been a doctor
or a teacher, a salesman or plumber. But a Christian social
worker was almost a contradiction in terms. I trust we are
long past this concept.
Let me plead for more and more of our Brethren in
Christ youth to see a ministry in a vocation of social
service. Let me urge that we see such a vocation as not
incompatible with an evangelical faith but rather very
compatible to it.
Then there is the need to accept back into society those
who have paid their debt. Society finds it hard to forgive.
The church — the community of the forgiven — must take
the lead in accepting back those who have wasted and lost
much of their lives and whose future will be hard under the
best of circimstances.
There are some problems of our society which are
distant from some of our congregations. To these
problems these congregations find it difficult to know how
to respond. I doubt if there is a congregation — large or
small, rural or urban — which is not located where youth
and adults are running afoul of the law; where the courts
and the police would welcome resources which would
reverse the trend — resources which the church has
available. Here is an opportunity to merge our social and
evangelistic concerns in a redemptive ministry.
Z
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Watergate
"M"0 DOUBT some of the readers of the Evangelical
• ^ Visitor wonder if the editor ever reads a newspaper or
watches television. Vietnam has not received much
editorial coverage and Watergate none at all.
The editor does read. A daily newspaper comes to his
home. He has access to four weekly magazines. He also
watches the "Evening News" several times a week.
So he knows about as much, or as little, as the average
citizen. He brings to the news stories his own perspective
(bias), as each person does. He makes his own observations and draws his own conclusions based on this
perspective. This has been true of Watergate, an affair the
seriousness of which is recognized by those of varied
perspectives.
We do not intend to spend time repeating what has been
written and spoken countless times — the avowed
pragmatism that motivated those in high places and
resulted in evil means being used for what they considered
justifiable ends and the subversion of justice in order to
hide this evil.
Out of all of this I would like to highlight two aspects
which, although not so obvious, I believe are significant
and crucial.
First: The illegal and unethical activities of Watergate
were not done for personal gain but out of a concern for
the national good. Constitutional rights were abrogated,
privacy invaded, truth sacrificed all in the name of the
nation's welfare. To some this may sound quite justifiable,
except the end of that road is still fresh in some of our
minds. Tyranny comes to power, not for its own sake, but
for the sake of the fatherland.
Second: An aura of piety hangs over an adminstration in
which this all took place. Many of those invovled were
church related. There were prayer-breakfasts and White
House services all widely publicized. One must ask how
these two facts — piety and corruption — could exist
together.
I recall the observations made by Dr. John A. Mackay,
president of the seminary I attended. It was his conviction
that the real danger to our freedom as a nation was not
from the "left" but from the "right." We are alert to
communism. We fear its atheism and recognize its anticapitalism. But the tyranny of the "right" is more subtle.
It promises security from those without and within. It
usually has the blessing of established religion. A desire for
security and the apparent blessing of the religious leaders
blinds people to the peril resulting in their being willing to
have their wrists bound to keep their hands from shaking.
Whether Dr. Mackay is right or wrong must be left to
history. But I could not help but recall what he said as the
events of Watergate and related matters unfold.
We need to hear both the words of the Prophets and the
Apostles in times like these. The Prophets point up the
temptations common to those in positions of power. The
responsibility of those in roles of authority is spelled out.
The Apostles call us to pray for those in these positions
of authority — that they may fulfill their duty as under
God. Let our prayers be meaningful and discerning. Just
as "Bless all the missionaries" is a less than adequate
prayer just so is "Bless those in authority over us." We
need to be knowledgeable and discerning in our prayers.
As we hear the Apostles, let us pray; and as we pray, let
us hear the Prophets.
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Hebrews 13:3

John Hawbaker

"A year ago I was full of hate. Now
I feel only love. We all know Brother
Weber and his family love us. Love
makes the difference."
"During the time I was jailed, you
were really my only blessing in human
form. You have done very much for
me by coming to see me. Nearly all
my progress as a Christian is because
of you."
"The love of that businessman
hooked me so deeply, I couldn't get
away. He kept writing me, visiting me,
caring for me. He owed me nothing,
but gave me everything."
These comments, made by three
prisoners about the people who
ministered to them during their prison
experience, give evidence of the
tremendous impact that can be made
by Christians who understand that the
Great Commission to "go into all the
world" includes going into the world
of prisons and jails.
Concern for imprisoned men and
women has been one of the marks of
the church since New Testament days.
In Hebrews 13:3 believers are admonished: "Remember those who are
in prison, as though in prison with
t h e m " (RSV). This appeal has
brought a compassionate response
from Christians in every age, and
especially in times of renewed spiritual
vitality.
David L. McKenna, writing in the
United Evangelical Action, points out
that spiritual revival in the church has
always led to a concern for prisoners.
"One of the results of the Wesleyan
revival in England in the 18th century
was prison reform. John Wesley considered it a minister's duty to visit
prisoners, publicize bad prison conditions, and actively support reform
movements. In one of the earliest
Methodist conferences in 1788,
The writer is pastor of the Zion Brethren in
Christ Church, near Abilene, Kansas. He also
serves as secretary of the Commission on Peace
and Social Concerns.

ministers of the new church pledged to
the duty of visiting those in prison."
In recent years such disturbances as
the riot at Attica State Prison have
brought our attention to offenders and
the problem of prisons. Concerned
Christians, as well as government
agencies and citizens' groups, have set
out to examine the condition of
prisons and the treatment of prisoners.
The facts have not been encouraging.
The Problem
Frequently C h r i s t i a n s find it
difficult to understand the experiences
and feelings of a prisoner, and for
obvious reasons. Most Christians have
not been jailed themselves. None of
their close a c q u a i n t a n c e s a r e
prisoners, so it has never occurred to
them to visit a prison.
True, some of us can recall giving
an occasional Christmas program at
the local county jail or making a trip
to a jail as part of a Gospel team
assignment in college days. But
beyond these limited contacts, we have
not put ourselves in a position where
we can begin to sense some of the
harsh realities of the life every
prisoner endures.
One of the marked characteristics
of prisons is the pervasive sense of
violence that lies just below the surface. Life in prison is not placid and
quiet. It is tense and full of hostility.
Suspicions and conflicts build up
between the more restless prisoners,
and violence erupts. Knifings,
beatings, and even death are not uncommon.
Bill Sands was a prisoner in San
Q u e n t i n P r i s o n a n d in h i s
autobiography My Shadow Ran Fast
he describes the tension he sensed.
"Everywhere, every minute — like the
air you breathe — there is the threat of
violence lurking beneath the surface.
Unlike the air it is heavy, massive, as
oppressive as molasses. It permeates

every second of everyone's existence
— the potential threat of sudden,
ferocious annihilation. It is grey and
swift and unpredictable as a shark and
just as unvocal. There is no letup from
it — ever."
Further characteristics of prison life
are the loneliness and hopelessness the
prisoner experiences. A man or a
woman behind prison walls tends to
lose contact with the outside world.
Few friends come for a visit. Even the
prisoner's family may not visit him
often because of the distance and
expense involved or because of lack of
interest. So he is left with writing
letters. Before long he finds less and
less to write about, and his letter
writing may stop altogether. He finally
concludes that no one really cares. No
one considers him worthwhile. After
months or even years of such neglect,
the damage to an individual's self
esteem is enormous. Some never
recover.
Perhaps the greatest tragedy of our
prisons is the extent to which they fail
to correct criminal behavior. President
Nixon has called prisons "universities
of crime." It is easy to see why this is
so. In prison the young and inexperienced learn from the hardened and
the cynical. A young man may easily
emerge from imprisonment more
daring and more educated in crime
than ever before.
The product, then, of our prisons is
not reformed, law-abiding citizens.
Instead, all too often we succeed in
producing people who will commit
further crimes and be returned to
prison. Of the 200,000 prisoners who
will be released this year, some 60
percent can be expected back behind
bars within four years.
All of this has led many to believe
that the total impact of our prison
system is to make men worse instead
of better. Perhaps no one has expressed it more sharply than Dr. Karl
Menninger, when he observed in his
Evangelical Visitor

book The Crime of Punishment, "I
suspect that all the crimes committed
by all the jailed criminals do not equal
in total social damage that of the
crimes committed against them."
Why Concern?
But where does the Christian fit into
all of this? What does the condition of
offenders in our society have to do
with the work of the church? Why
should we be concerned?
There are four good reasons,
grounded in the New Testament, why
every Christian should be vitally interested in offenders.
1. Because of the example of
Christ. In His ministry to needy people Jesus went to the outcast and the
hopeless. He ministered to lepers. He
took time for the Samaritan woman.
He went to the homes of "publicans
and sinners." When challenged on His
association with such people, Jesus
defined His ministry by saying, "I
came not to call the righteous, but
sinners to repentance" (Mark 2:17).
Some of the forgotten and neglected
people of our society are the men and
women in our penal institutions.
Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice of the
United States, has declared: "We
afford the accused offender the most
elaborate procedures and comprehensive system of trials, retrials and
reviews of any society in the world.
Yet, once a man is found guilty and
sent to prison, he is almost literally
thrown into the scrap heap. All the
considerations society showed him
before he went to prison are suddenly
dropped."
If we follow the example of our
Lord in seeking out the needy and
neglected, we shall find ourselves
going to the jails and prisons,
ministering healing to people with
broken spirits.
2. Because of the teaching of Jesus.
According to Jesus Himself, at the
final judgment the King will say to
some "I was in prison, and ye came
unto me." By way of explanation He
will add: "Inasmuch as ye have done it
unto one of the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me"
(Matthew 25:40).
Again, in Matthew 23:23 Jesus
rebuked the Pharisees as being
hypocrites because they were careful
about ceremonial details but "omitted
the weightier matters of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith." How often
have we been diligent in the smaller
issues but neglected justice and mercy?
Throughout His teaching Jesus
makes it clear that His followers are
under obligation to minister in compassion to the oppressed, including
those who are imprisoned.
July 25,1973

3. Because of the Biblical teaching
on the fatherless. Throughout the Bible there is a repeated emphasis on the
fatherless. God loves the fatherless
and executes justice in their behalf
(Deuteronomy 10:12-20). The godly
man Job recalls that the friendship of
God was upon his tent because he
rescued the poor and the fatherless.
And in the Epistle of James we are
reminded that true religion involves
practical compassion (visiting the
fatherless and widows in their affliction) as well as inner spiritual
watchfulness (keeping one's self unspotted from the world).
In a real sense, prisoners are often
"the fatherless" in our society. As
indicated above, the typical offender is
forsaken by his family and forgotten
by society. God's call is upon us to
reach out beyond our families and
friends and to become a father to the
fatherless.
4. Because there is the possibility
that the worst life can be redeemed.
The central truth of the Gospel
declares that God loved us while we
were still sinners (offenders). He has
provided forgiveness and salvation
through faith in Christ. To all who
believe, this Gospel is "The power of
G o d " (Romans 1:16). God can
transform the worst offender and
make him "a new creature" in Christ
(II Corinthians 5:17).
This tremendous life-changing
power makes the Christian persistently optimistic. We share with discouraged and defeated people the
good news that life can be different
and that Christ is the One who makes
the difference.
What Can Be Done?
What, specifically, can concerned
Christians do? If the prison system is
not doing the job as we had hoped, if
prisoners are needy and neglected
people, if Christ is calling us to
minister to offenders in His name, how
can we become involved in meaningful
ways?
Help can be offered on various
levels. Prisons must be seen not only
as places of punishment but also as
opportunities for rehabilitation. The
following are suggested areas in which
you may be able to become involved.
Legislation. Laws for institutional
reform are under consideration in
many states. You can keep yourself
informed on such legislation and express your opinion to your state
representatives.
Many citizens are concerned that
their government should not spend
money on bigger and more formidable
penal institutions. They look instead

for alternative ways for states - and
communities to deal with offenders in
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n and thus reduce
recidivism (the rate at which exconvicts return to prison because of
additional offenses).
Visiting. Genuine friendship can be
established and real healing can begin
when an outsider takes the time to
visit a prisoner. Writing in Eternity
magazine, Robert T. Coote points out
the importance of such a ministry.
"Visiting is a simple gesture of
friendship. Occasionally there may be
a practical errand to run, but mostly
it's just a matter of being present and
available as someone who cares."
Visitation on a person-to-person
basis is stressed by Richard J. Simmons, the Executive Director of Job
Therapy, Inc., and founder of the M-2
(man-to-man) program. This program
trains volunteers who will commit
themselves to visiting a prisoner
regularly during his imprisonment and
then to continuing the relationship
upon the prisoner's release. M-2
programs are being set up in many
states across the country. One may be
in operation near you.
Jail service. Considerable scorn has
been expressed by some for the practice of conducting a "religious service"
in the local or county jails. Such
efforts have been labeled by the critics
as over-simplified, amateurish and incapable of reaching the prisoner's real
needs.
Such criticism does not tell the
whole story. Services in jails can be an
effective form of ministry, especially
when conducted on an informal basis
and when the attitude is one of sharing
good news with the prisoners rather
than talking down to them or
preaching in a condescending manner.
Some of the prisoners will be glad to
receive Bibles or other literature.
(Frequently their reading material includes only a few outdated magazines
and a stack of cheap paperback
novels.) In the smaller jails the services will provide a time for casual
visiting and getting acquainted. Individuals who are lonely or searching
for help can be followed up later by
personal visits from either the pastor
or laymen.
Half-way houses. One experiment
in helping prisoners adjust to their
return into society is the half-way
house. In this program a limited
number of prisoners, as they near their
release date, are assigned to a supervised home in a residential district.
Here the offender learns to relate to
others in a home-like setting and finds
support as he begins to cope with the
demands of a fast-moving society.
to page six
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In Manitoba, the Provincial Mennonite Central Committee has set up
such a hostel or half-way house. The
project is commendable, for it offers
an atmosphere in which at least a
small number may find help and understanding.
Probation
and parole.
Judicial
workers are finding that wider use of
probation and early parole can cut
recidivism sharply. Probation and
parole provide true reintegration to
society better than any in-prison
program possibly can.
In m a n y c o m m u n i t i e s , citizen
volunteers are proving tremendously
helpful. By giving personal attention
to an individual on probation or
parole, the volunteer helps guide that
person away from discouragement and
defeat.
Employment.
Finding employment
is one of the biggest frustrations facing
a prisoner as he approaches his release
date. M a n y states will release a man
on parole only if he has secured a j o b .
But repeatedly employers refuse to
hire an ex-prisoner because of the risk
involved.
Consider the case of the young man
" B o b b y . " Bobby had spent nine years
in prison and during that time lost all
contact with his family. While still in
prison, in an attempt to locate a job,
Bobby wrote letters of application to
one hundred different employers. H e
received only two replies. Both said
"No."
As a concerned citizen you may be
able to stir community interest in
hiring former offenders in local
businesses. As an individual Christian
businessman, you yourself may be
able to provide employment (and
human warmth and encouragement)
to an ex-prisoner.
Probably awareness is the key to
any contribution you can make to the
issues of p r i s o n s and p r i s o n e r s .
Through reading, inquiring, listening,
and feeling you can gain insight into
the prisoner's world and the gigantic
problems he faces. Then as God opens
doors of ministry for you, you may be
able to touch the lives of one or more
persons behind bars.
Anyone who becomes serious about
helping the offender, must be prepared
to give unselfishly and to suffer disappointments. His efforts may often seen
wasted and unappreciated. He must be
able to see potential where others see
only failure. He must be prepared to
love the unlovely. H e must be willing
to give without receiving. But if he
does these things, he will discover the
deep satisfaction of knowing that inasmuch as he does it to one of the least
of these, he does it unto Christ.

Church News

College

Brethren in Christ Graduates Honored
Twelve Brethren in Christ students
graduated with honors at the 63rd commencement at Messiah College. They were
among thirty-two students receiving
honors in the class of 148.
Nancy Heisey, daughter of the Rev. and
Mrs. J. Wilmer Heisey, Mt. Joy, Pa.,
graduated summa cum laude. Nancy also
received the A l u m n i A w a r d for
scholarship, leadership, and school loyalty.
The award was presented by the Rev.
Glenn Ginder, president of the MessiahUpland Alumni Association and pastor of
the Elizabethtown congregation.
Mrs. Nancy Barr, Grantham, Pa.,
graduated magna cum laude.
Ten students graduated cum laude:
Karen Hostetler Deyhle and Dan Deyhle,
G r a n t h a m , Pa.; M a r t h a Ebersole,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Merle E. Ebersole, Martinsburg, Pa.; John Fries, son of
Rev. and Mrs. John Fries, Jr., Portland,
Ore.; Albert Hoffman, Greencastle, Pa.;
Wanda Lehman Heise, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Walter Lehman, Carlisle, Pa.;
Linda Hess, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Mark S. Hess, Hershey, Pa.; Debbi and
Richard Sisco, Grantham, Pa.; and Enlow
Walker, son of the Rev. and Mrs. Marion
Walker, Three Springs, Pa.
Other Brethren in Christ students
graduating were: James A. Bulgrien, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Bulgrien, Sandusky, Mich.; R. Allen Charles, son of Mr.
and Mrs. H. Melvin Charles, Washington
Boro, Pa.; Kenneth R. Gibson, son of Mr.
and Mrs. William Gibson, Uniontown,
Pa.; Richard Heisey, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Z. Heisey, Elizabethtown, Pa.;
Harry Franklin Kipe, son of Bishop H.
Frank Kipe, Waynesboro, Pa.; Janet M.
Kipe, daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. J.
Earl Musser, Elizabethtown, Pa.; Rosalie
Long, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J. Nathan
Long, Mill Hall, Pa.; Kenneth Musser, son
of Rev. and M r s . David Musser,
Mechanicsburg, Pa.; Brenda Painter,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Painter,
Palmyra, Pa.; Lorene Paulus, daughter of
Dr. George Paulus, Boiling Springs, Pa.;
Ruth Rosenberger, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Norman Rosenberger, Dallas
Center, Iowa; C. Ray Rosentrater, son of
Mrs. Betty Rosentrater, Nappanee, Ind.;
Joseph Sommers, Grantham, Pa.; Paul E.
Stepp, son of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Stepp,
Auburn, Ind.; Cheryl Strite, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Walter Strite, Waynesboro,
Pa.; Dennis E. Wenger, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Chalres L. Wenger, Shippensburg,
Pa.; Larry A. Winger, son of Rev. and
Mrs. Walter Winger, Carlisle. Pa.; Norma
W. Fries, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Avery
Wingert, Waynesboro, Pa.; Barbara
Rorabaugh, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
John Rorabaugh, Conestoga, Pa.; Marilyn
Bigham, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Paul
Bigham, Harrisburg, Pa.; Andrea Hess,
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Hess,
Lancaster, Pa.; Rosanna Schmucker,

daughter of Rev. and Mrs. B. Isaac
Schmucker, Marengo, Ind.; Patricia
Moyer, daughter of Rev. and Mrs. J. E.
Moyer, Dutton, Va.; Priscilla Ruth Book,
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Alvin Book,
Bronz, N. Y.; and Gene Thomas, son of
Rev. and Mrs. Erwin W. Thomas, Nappanee, Ind.
Millers To Join Alumni
Diamond Jubilee Tour
Prof, and Mrs. Earl Miller will join a
group of 30 Messiah-Upland College
alumni on the Diamond Jubilee Tour to
Zambia and Rhodesia, August 5-28.
Professor Miller, who recently was
named Professor Emeritus of Music, with
his wife will travel to Africa as a retirement gift from the college in appreciation
for 44 years of teaching at Messiah.
Professor Miller retired this spring.
Dr. Arthur M. Climenhaga, accompanied by his wife, will direct the tour. Dr.
Climenhaga is a former president of
Upland College and Messiah College and
is now Dean of Western Evangelical
Seminary.
Miss Ruth T. Hunt, Director of Alumni
Affairs at Messiah, will accompany the
group as coordinator.
Dr. Climenhaga and Miss Hunt are
qualified for their assignment by virtue of
mission service in Africa.
Tour members will share in the celebration of the 75th anniversary of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Africa and
will observe African missions and churches
at work. En route they will visit scenic and
historical points of interest in Greece,
Ethiopia, Kenya, Rhodesia, and Zambia.
CASC Institute on Campus
The summer institute of CASC (Council
for the Advancement of Small Colleges)
will be held on the Messiah College campus August 6-10. Leaders from many
small colleges throughout the United
States will attend.
With the theme Student Growth and
Development, the program will feature
lecture presentations, discussion panels,
case studies, and peer group sessions.
Dr. D. Ray Hostetter, Messiah president, serves as treasurer of CASC.

Conference News
ALLEGHENY

The Antrim congregation reports eleven
persons taken into the church on Sunday,
June 17. Rev. Frank Kipe, Bishop of the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zambia,
Africa, shared in the morning worship
service on Sunday, July 8. Rev. Andrew
Slagenweit is the pastor.
The Cedar- Grove congregation held
spiritual renewal services on June 15-17
with Rev. Luke Keefer as the guest
speaker. Rev. Keefer is on furlough as a
missionary from Africa. The Christ
Crusaders sponsored the singing group,
"The Choraleers," under the direction of
Arnold Moshier. The pastor at Cedar
Grove is Rev. Eugene Heidler.
to page fourteen
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Pulpit and Pew
The Battle Called Prayer
J. Sidlow Baxter
The following is a pertinent allegory-like
presentation of a problem which, I suspect,
plagues more Christians than would like to
admit it. It speaks to our summertime needs
— and to fall and winter needs too — both
for the occupant of the pulpit and the pew
— Page Editor.

\ 1 7 H E N I entered the Baptist
" ministry at the age of 25, I determined to be the most "Methodist"
Baptist that any methodical young
minister could be. I made elaborate
plans for each day's activities: a certain time to rise; so much time for
prayer, for Bible study, for visiting, for
letter-writing, and so on.
But it seemed as though "the stars
in their courses" fought against my
well-intended plans. Over and over my
"best-laid schemes" were broken to
pieces. As I became more and more
enmeshed in the endless absorptions of
a busy pastorate, my prayer times
became less and less regular; so did my
Bible study. Then, what was worse, I
gradually lost even the desire for
regular prayer; and when I did pray,
my intermittent attempts at prayer
seemed to be devoid of any powerful
reality.
That unhappy state of things continued for much too long; but eventually there came an unexpected crisis.
I was still struggling to maintain some
semblance of daily system; and on a
certain morning the time came when,
according to my schedule, I was to
spend one hour in prayer. On my desk,
however, lay a pile of unanswered
letters; and a voice seemed to say
within me, "Your first duty is not
prayer, but the answering of those
letters. You have no right to neglect
such a plain duty as that."
I hesitated, vacillated, halted. Just
then, from somewhere, a kind of velvety voice began talking: "Sid, why do
you keep flogging yourself about not
praying? Will you never learn? We are
not all meant to be mystics. God needs
the busy Martha as well as the con-

Reprinted from Alliance Witness. Used by
permission.
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templative Mary. He needs the practical as well as the spiritual. God is
blessing your ministry. Is not that
enough to show you His approval? Get
on with the practical, and leave the
rest to God. In any case, why not face
up to it once for all that you are not
one of the spiritual sort?"
At that point the crisis came. That
last remark, "You are not one of the
spiritual sort," hurt like a dagger
blade. I could not bear to think, it was
true. Deep down I knew that there
could be no vital experience of God,
no true spirituality, no continuing
power in ministry, without regular
praying.
I am not usually given to introspectiveness, but that morning I took a
penetrating look into my inner life. I
found, sure enough, that there was a
part of me that did not want to pray;
but on deeper scrutiny I found that
there was another part which did —
and that part was the will. Yes, the will
to pray was there, but the emotions
were all facing the other way, and were
using those letters on my desk as a
cover-up.
Suddenly my will and I stood face
to face. I asked my will the straight
question, "Will, are you ready for an
hour of prayer?" Will answered,
"Here am I, and I'm quite ready, if
you are." So Will and I linked arms
and turned to go for our prayertime.
But at once all the emotions began
pulling the other way and saying,
"We're not coming. We're not coming." I saw Will stagger just a bit, so I
asked, "Can you stick it, Will?" and
Will replied, "Yes, if you can."
So Will and I went, and we got
down to prayer, dragging those
wriggling, obstreperous emotions with
us. It was a struggle all the way
through. At one point, when Will and
I were in the middle of an earnest
intercession, I found one of those
traitorous emotions wandering away
on the golf course, and it was all I
could do to drag the rascal back. A bit
later I found another of the emotions
had slipped away two days ahead, and
was in the pulpit preaching a sermon I
had not yet finished preparing!

At the end of that hour, if you had
asked me, "Have you had a 'good
time?' " I would have had to reply,
"No; it has been a wearying wrestle
with contrary emotions and a truant
imagination from beginning to end."
What is more, that battle with the
emotions continued for two or three
weeks; and if you had asked me at the
end of that period, "Have you had a
'good time' in your daily praying?" I
would have had to confess, "No; at
times it has seemed as though the
heavens were brass and God too distant to hear and the Lord Jesus
strangely aloof, and prayer was accomplishing nothing."
Yet something was happening. For
one thing Will and I really taught the
emotions that we were independent of
them. Also, one morning about two
weeks after the contest began, just
when Will and I were going for
another time of prayer, I overheard
one of the emotions whisper to the
others, "Come on, you guys, it's no
use wasting any more energy resisting;
they'll go just the same." That morning, for the first time, even though the
emotions were still sullenly uncooperative, they were at least quiescent, which allowed Will and me to get
on with prayer undistractedly.
Then after another fortnight during
one of our prayer times, when Will
and I were no more thinking of the
emotions than of the man in the moon,
one of the most vigorous emotions
unexpectedly sprang up and shouted,
"Hallelujah!" at which all the other
emotions exclaimed, "Amen!" And
for the first time the whole of James
Sidlow Baxter — intellect, will, and
emotions — was united in one coordinated prayer-operation.
At once God was real, heaven was
open, the Lord Jesus was luminously
present, the Holy Spirit was moving
through my longings, and prayer was
surprisingly vital. Moreover, in that
instant, there came a sudden realization that heaven had been watching
and listening all the way through those
days of struggle against chilling moods
and mutinous emotions; and that I had
to page eleven

LIFE LINE MISSION

Tom Hale IBob Leavitt
Director: How long have you been at the Life Line
Mission, Bob?
Bob: About eight months now. I came last October.
Director: What brought you here?
Bob: Well, I came here for several reasons. First, I was
hungry and the men on the street said this was the best
place to get a good square meal. Then, I had worked at
Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago, and they had talked
about the Life Line Mission. I just figured this was a good
place to get help.
Director: Whatever made you leave the Pacific Garden
Mission?
Bob: That was a big mistake. I left to travel with a group
of so-called "spiritual Christians." The Director of PGM
told me it was a mistake, but I was fascinated with the
travel, the money and the thrill of appearing before big
audiences.
Director: Did you find what you were looking for"?
Bob: No . . . I didn't. I was not in God's will and I was
miserable. The money was good and the audiences were
big, but I wasn't happy. There was little or no emphasis on
soul-winning, and I did not approve of the heavy
emotionalism of the group. I liked playing the piano, but it
was more like show business than service for the Lord.
Director: Let's get back to the Life Line, Bob. What
happened when you first came here?
Bob: When I first came here, I was really surprised at the
cleanliness and neatness of the mission. I had expected
another store-front mission with a lot of loud preaching on
how bad I was. Instead, I heard a message of love and
invitation that really touched me. I knew I wasn't where I
was supposed to be with the Lord. I felt heavy conviction
and knew I had better get right with God. I attended
several services before I decided to surrender to the Holy
Spirit and take a stand for the Lord Jesus Christ. Then I
had a talk with you and decided to join the staff of the
Superintendent's Footnote: Bob Leaviit's parents and uncle are the
owners of the MeCullough Chain Saw Company. However, since he has
become a Christian his Jewish family has disowned him. There is a grave
"where he is buried" up in Oregon, his home state. Tom Hale is director
of the Mission.
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mission. I haven't been sorry for that night nor for that
decision.
Director: What will become of your hopes for being a
great entertainer now, Bob?
Bob: I have been busy playing the piano and singing ever
since I came here. There is a certain satisfaction that I get
from this service that I never had before. I have also
accepted the position of Director of Deputation for the
mission. Now we are travelling to various churches,
presenting a musical package and telling the people about
the Life Line Mission. Now, I'm serving the Lord and
performing, too. It's amazing how He answers prayers and
satisfies our longings.
Before, when I was travelling, I was urged on by my ego
and really loved the praise of men. Now I love to see
people praise God and get interested in the ministry of
rescue. It really does something for you when you know
you have had a part in doing God's will.
Director: What do you do at the mission, Bob, besides the
music and travel?
Bob: Just about everything! I keep the main office and
handle the telephones during the day. In the evening I play
and sing for the services. Sometimes I preach in the
evening service or teach a morning Bible class. We all
attend a daily Bible study class conducted by the Director.
Then there are special things to do like drive the mission
van or haul in groceries. There's always something to do
around the mission.
Director: How long do you intend to stay at the Life Line?
Bob: I have just signed on to serve a year on the staff. I will
seek the Lord's guidance for what to do after that.
Director: Bob, do you believe the rescue mission ministry
is worthwhile?
Bob: Yes, sir, I do. Men receive the gospel here who would
not have a chance to hear it anywhere else. I'm glad we can
feed and clothe them, and provide their medical and dental
help. But I'm more happy that they can hear about Jesus
and how He came to save them. I also believe that we
should provide the best possible music and preaching for
them. Just because they are down and out, we shouldn't be
slack in how we present Jesus to them. I want to stay as
long as God wants me here.
Evangelical Visitor

Eager with anticipation, Mina Dina (Mee-na Dee-na)
arrives at Banmankhi to attend the tenth annual
Homemaker's Course along with 24 other Santal, Uraon,
Muunda and Bihari girls.
Recently converted and baptized, eighteen-year-old Mina
Dina spends eight hours daily in literacy and Bible classes
but during free time shares in sweeping and cooking
assignments.

Mina Dina
Goes to School
Photos: James Cober

Captions: Erma Sider

Goal achieved! Within three months, Mina Dina has
become semi-literate, so she receives her reward — a New
Testament — from principal Orpha Anthony. She returns
to her village a maturing Christian, an asset both to her
church and her family.
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A swish and a thud announce washday for Mina Dina, who
gets her clothes surprisingly clean by pounding them
forcefully on the worn washboard. The simple basics of
personal hygiene receive much emphasis, for the girls'
homelife will be much healthier and happier if they learn
how to keep their families and homes clean.
In sewing class, Mina Dina learns the basic stitches before
progressing to more complicated children's clothing. Selfreliance and self-help are qualities which will make her a
more resourceful wife and mother.

Bert and Marian Sider are in language school in Costa
Rica prior to going to Managua, Nicaragua. These
"musings were out of this experience.

Cultural Musings
Bert Sider
'"PHE PLANE bounced down over
the mountain crosswinds onto the
runway. Within a few minutes a
planeload of missionaries were
transformed from their Englishspeaking, hot-dog/pizza/potato chip
democracy into a culture when only
the polluted air and din of traffic bore
resemblance to "home."
In the first rushing hours the immediate problems of language and a
complete culture change were faced
and amidst those confusing experiences we were all forced (unconsciously or otherwise) to host
thoughts of the backwardness, or the
incompetence, of our new people.
Then, without our knowledge or consent, we began to mould our new
future — either by changing ourselves,
changing the culture, or introversion.
Amazingly, however, the cultural
battle wasn't without precedent in our
lives. The battle we had just entered is
painfully remindful of the Christian
life. And the growth struggles we have
when we live within the new creation
that God so lovingly endowed upon us
can help us visualize the changes in a
physical culture.
Nourishment is an interesting starting place, for often the sojourner
longs for the "leaks and garlics," or
hot dogs and French fries of Egypt.
And without a doubt, unless the mind,
soul and body are retrained there is
always that insatiable longing for the
physical or spiritual food of yesterday
. . . to the point that in our Christian
living at times we try to get the fruit of
life, our spiritual sustenance, from the
garbage pails and dumps of society.
Language experts say that the
biggest problem is to get the student to
hear correctly so he can reproduce
correctly. Teachers often spend days,
weeks and months trying to get the
student to retrain his whole personal
communicative system, so that he can
more effectively understand and be
understood. But what of God?
Sometimes He spends years with His
children to get them to hear His voice,
to ask wisely-in His name, and even
longer to be obedient.
The story is told of the new missionary who invited the congregation
10

back to see the deacon "milked." The
difference in sound between the two
Spanish words is almost negligible,
but nevertheless understood by the
true Castillano or Spanish speaker.
How intense is our desire to understand our Lord? Have we so trained
our spiritual ears, lest we miss the
smallest of His desires for our lives?
For the most part, people are very
forgiving concerning our blunders of
language, styles, and habits — especially if our readiness to learn is
shown. It's something like the young
American who accidentally hit a
Costa Rican playmate with a rock. He
apologized with the only word he had
learned in his first day here —
"Gracias." Forgiveness came not
because he said "Thank you," but
because of the pleading in his eyes.
That's hardly a comparison to the
willingness with which our Heavenly
Father forgives as we blunder down
life's troubled road.
As the illustrations go on endlessly,
the sad part is that if we don't desire
constructive changes for our new lives,
and then incorporate them into
ourselves, we might just as well have
stayed" in Egypt. For all we can say we
have attained is a miserable life

between two worlds without receiving
the full benefits of either, much less
making positive contributions.
Then there are those included in the
ranks of every church and cultural
a d a p t a t i o n center who change
somewhat but as time advances don't
seek the daily changes so important
for a healthy continual growth. There
is nothing so ridiculous as a tourist
trying "to go native" with various
attempts to mimic, and the change
being only skin deep. And there's
nothing so sad as a person playing the
role of God's son in some ways but
falling far short in many others. In this
case he is only making a mockery of
his supposed Savior, helping no one to
find Christ but hindering many by his
double life.
Our effectiveness as missionaries
often depends upon our ability to
minimize our "foreignness." In other
words, "forgetting those things which
are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I press
toward the mark for the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus."
(Phil. 3:13, 14). Yes, forgetting . . .
both in the Christian life and the new
cultural setting, so that we can
dedicate all that we are to what is
ahead in Christ Jesus.

WMPC Project Year End
The project of WMPC for renovation of Camp Brookhaven, New York,
has reached the half-way point. We do not have the first half of the goal which
is due to be paid NOW. WMPC Circles, if you have not sent your project
offering, please send it promptly. Our total goal for the two-year conference
period is $18,000, the first half to be paid by July, 1973. Help us reach this
$9,000 deadline.
Junior Prayer Bands: If you have not sent in your offering for your project,
the Health Center and Equipment for India, please send it promptly, as the
project year end is July and we will be closing our books. A new project for
1974 will be announced soon.
Note change of address for treasurer of WMPC:
Canadian Treasurer:
U.S. Treasurer:
Mrs. Lester L. Haines
Mrs. C. H. Sider
3630 Monroe-Concord Road
R.R.#1
Troy, Ohio 45373
Wellandport, Ontario, LOR 2J0
Canada
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THE BATTLE CALLED PRAYER
from page seven

been undergoing necessary tutoring by
the heavenly Teacher.
So many of us need to break free
from our slavery to moods and
emotions in this matter of prayer. We
need to learn deeply and forever that
the prevailing power of prayer is utterly independent of our subjective
emotional state. The more we ignore
the emotions, the more subservient
they will become.
I would like to think that some of us

will make a godly resolve that from
now onward, as never before, we will
become praying Christians. In the
holy war which we Christians are
called to wage against the powers of
evil, prayer is our supreme strategy
and most powerful weapon. In the
development of sanctified character,
prayer is of all means the most effective.
Every aspect of prayer gives it a
unique importance; but that which I
stress here, in particular, is its utter
indispensability in the sacred pursuit
of getting to know our risen Lord

AMNESTY
from page sixteen

HI
Most Mennonite and Brethren in Christ young men
have refused military service for conscientious reasons and
have accepted alternate service assignments. For some
from our churches, however, the decision to refuse military
service also led to questioning the validity of performing
alternate service. This decision was usually the result of
deep struggles of conscience and a serious attempt to be a
faithful Christian disciple. These Mennonite young men,
perhaps numbering several dozen, are part of the larger
group of potential amnesty recipients.
IV
Several hundred thousand men may be affected by a
general amnesty. Some of these have never been in the
military. A minority of this group chose not to cooperate
with Selective Service or the military in any way. Most
Mennonites who would be recipients of amnesty are in this
group. A larger group of men, however, did attempt
without success to gain conscientious objector classification. Despite their opposition to all war, some of these
were denied conscientious objector status, often because of
administrative mishandling by Selective Service. Others
were not recognized as conscientious objectors because
they felt participation in some wars may be right, even
though they believed participation in the Vietnam war was
wrong. These men accept the just-war position which calls
on persons to discriminate individually between just and
unjust wars. Most Christian churches take this position
officially; it is not recognized legally, however.
These potential recipients of amnesty who were not in
the military generally find themselves in one of three
situations. First, they may already be convicted of draft
law violations and be in prison, on probation, or released
after serving a sentence as a felon. Since 1964, 7,433 have
been prosecuted and convicted thus losing some fundamental rights of citizenship. Another 17,200 are
awaiting prosecution. Second, they may be living in
Canada or other countries to escape military service and
prosecution. Between 30,000 and 40,000 men are in this
group. Third, they may be living "underground" in the
United States or its territories and be liable for prosecution. No firm statistical evidence is available regarding the
number of men in this group, but it is commonly estimated
that this number is as large as that of the group which
migrated.
July 25,1973

Jesus in a close and developing
friendship. The greatest thing in life is
to know the living Savior in reverently
familiar communion, and thus to
become continually
Christcommunicative to others. If only we
make it our supreme ambition to
know Him like that, what a transporting consummation of joy it will be
when at last we meet Him in "the land
that is fairer than day"! We shall look
into that dear and wonderful face and
find ourselves saying, "At last I am
seeing face-to-face the One whom for
years I have known heart-to-heart."

The largest group of potential amnesty recipients did
not initially claim conscientious objection to war. They
were drafted or enlisted in military service and then
discovered that their conscience would not permit them to
continue performing such service. As a result, these men
find themselves in one of three situations.
First tljere are those sentenced to military prisons after
unsuccessful attempts to obtain discharges. Second there
are those who were less optimistic about getting such
discharges and deserted from the military; these men when
apprehended are also subject to military prosecution for
their actions. The third and largest group includes those
who have received other than honorable military discharges for actions based on principled objection to war.
These men face consequences somewhat less severe than a
convicted felon, but carry a stigma as a result of the otherthan-honorable discharge that may hinder future changes
of employment or favorable character references.
VI
Amnesty is in the best tradition of the United States;
eleven presidents have granted amnesty following wars and
rebellions. A general amnesty was granted to all following
the United States Civil War — even to those found guilty
of treason.
The time has come again to bind up the nation's
wounds, wounds resulting this time from the Vietnam war.
Amnesty will help reconcile the nation and a large group
of its alienated sons.
VII
In light of the above considerations, the Peace Section
of the Mennonite Central Committee:
1. Asks our congregations to welcome back those who
because of conscience violated the Selective Service Act or
Military Law to avoid military service.
2. Urges our Mennonite and Brethren in Christ bodies
to support a universal amnesty which without being
punitive would restore all civil rights to those having
refused military service for conscience sake.
3. Appeals to the United States Government to
recognize the value of the witness of the men who opposed
the war by restoring full civil rights with impunity to these
men.
4. Commends those governments such as Canada which
admitted young men who chose to leave the United States
rather than to fight in the Vietnam war.
11

Conflict

Marion Art Ellis
"I'm all out of clean shirts."
With this opening line, the stage was
set for another scene in the continuing
saga of "Conflict in Marriage — Ellis
vs. Ellis."
The dialogue continues, "I'll get to
them today."
That evening, the husband (that's
me) returns from work, changes
clothes and notices, to himself,
"Hmm, no shirts in the closet. Well,
maybe she hung them in the utility
room."
A casual stroll to the utility room.
Husband, to himself again, "There
they are — still on top of the dirty
clothes."
Remark thrown to within hearing of
Diannah Ellis, the wife, "I see you
didn't get to the shirts today."
"I was going to do them, but I've
been rushed all day."
"Well, that's all right. I'll do them
myself tonight while you're at that
meeting." A nerve is struck.
"You leave them alone. I told you I
would do them and I will." Angry wife
rushes in, pulls shirts from husband's
hands and confrontation reaches
blast-off stage.
The anger escalates and grows intricate with remarks about how busy,
how inconsiderate, how impatient,
how u n - u n d e r s t a n d i n g , h o w
hardworking both persons are.
Wait! Hold it! Stop the play! Hasn't
this gone entirely too far for the
millionth time?
Reprinted from The Christian Home. Used by
permission.
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Without some new tools, the Ellises
are likely to play out the sad
melodrama for at least a day, only to
have the whole deal resurface in a
month or two. Why can't the cycle be
broken?
It doesn't matter what appears to
cause the conflict in your marriage. It
could be a stupid, simple matter like
the wash and wear shirts, or an
irritating habit, or a visit from mother,
or an unbalanced checkbook, or sex,
or an undone job. The truth of the
matter is, there is conflict in every
intimate relationship.
What matters is your willingness to
change, to get out of your rut as a
couple, to stop playing the same old
destructive games.
There are many ways to change the
situation, but you've got to start
somewhere, and it takes practice.
As you probably have guessed by
now, there is no one simple way to
handle all conflict. What works for
you might not work for us. What
works in one situation might not work
in another. The important overriding
point is a willingness to want to improve the relationship.
For Diannah and me, an important
point has been concentrating first on
getting to the real issue. We try to play
each other's part in the conflict and
even try to verbalize what we think the
other person is feeling.
We try to find time each day to keep
in touch. It usually comes after we've
finished supper and are relaxed enough
to talk about what's happening to each

Marr
of us. A simple discussion about the
events of the day soon turns into a
philosophical discussion about our
lives, our friends, our goals, or our
children.
We try to talk about our positive
points during these times, both as
individuals and as a couple. We
attempt to throw in the positive even
during the middle of an all-out conflict. We do have a lot going for us
after eight years of marriage, and we
do know it now more than ever.
What do you appreciate about your
wife or husband? What generally
pleases you, makes you have a warm,
glowing feeling? What do you like
about him or her as far as other people
are concerned? Don't keep this to
yourself — tell your marital partner
— and often.
These discussions about the
positives during a "no conflict" time
are very important, because they can
help form a new basis for dealing with
conflict when it arises.
One thing Diannah and I continue
to work on is trying to drop the postscripts; that is, "I like you, but . . ."
This approach may be effective in
dealing with employees, but a husband
or a wife is not an employee. No
relationship comes close to matching a
marriage in intimate intensity. Honesty and owning up to your feelings can't
be overemphasized.
Evangelical Visitor

Attention Photographers

We are Interested In receiving photographs tor the 1974 Family
Appointment Calendar.
Here is an opportunity for you to submit a photograph to be considered
for the 1974 Family Appointment Calendar as produced by the Board of
Christian Education.
We are interested in pictures which portray interpersonal relationships or
have particular symbolic significance — something more than scenery or
buildings.
Photographs for the calendar must be clear prints in black and white with
good contrast approximately 8" by 10" in size (smaller sizes are acceptable if
they are real sharp). No color prints please.
The deadline for entries is August 25. All entries will be returned.
Board of Christian Education
P.O. Box 127
Nappanee, Indiana 46550

iage
Making " I " statements as opposed
to "you" accusations helps, too. For
example, instead of saying, "You
never pay any attention to what I
say," perhaps "I feel that I am being
ignored" would be better since there is
the implication that the other person is
doing the ignoring anyway.
Perhaps the " I " statement will help
the other person feel less defensive
about his own behavior or feelings.
The "you" statement puts him directly
on the spot and accuses him either
directly or indirectly of being inadequate.
Keeping a tape recorder handy
helps if you have the nagging feeling
that you are being misinterpreted. It
also helps both of you sharpen your
statements instead of dragging in the
whole history of your marriage, both
families and sometimes the cold, cruel
world. Let the recorder run for a long,
long time — long after the initial rush
of anger. Sometimes, if you listen
carefully, you will hear your whole
approach, including the tone of your
voice, change dramatically.
One thing that has been difficult for
me to learn is that conflict is not
necessarily bad. What is bad is the
avoidance of conflict or the building
up of a tremendous amount of points
against my wife so I am positive I will
win. It has been difficult for me to
learn that even when I "win" one of
those battles I "lose."
July 25,1973

Conflict can be devastating if you
have not decided exactly what you
want from each other and your
marriage. I have had to commit
myself to these goals — I want Diannah to be happy, I want her to love
me, I want her to accept me, I want to
be happy, I want to be understood, I
want to be excited, I want to excite
her, I want to feel secure in knowing
that I can be who I really am without
fear of rejection.
It's impossible to get to these goals
as long as I keep thinking I've got to
"win," because when someone wins,
someone else loses. I don't think I
want to win if it means that my wife
feels like a loser. A loser is dejected,
unhappy, frustrated, and full of
revenge. She just waits for the next
game when she might become the
"winner." That automatically means
that I might become the "loser." It's a
vicious circle.
So what do we create by using the
"win/lose"? We make two losers, both
dejected, unhappy, frustrated, and full
of revenge. Every move that's made,
every move that isn't made, every
statement uttered, every statement not
uttered becomes suspect. How can two
losers live an exciting, full life? I don't
think there is any way. Why can't we
adopt the "win/win" philosophy and
live by it? Why can't we feel proud and
intelligent and lucky to have chosen
our mate?
The uncertainty of "Did I make the
right choice? Is she the one?" is our
own personal uncertainty. It is myself
that I am questioning when I worry
about this. "You made me do it" is
just too unreal for me to believe any

more about anybody — my wife, my
daddy, or my mommy.
One of the most satisfying feelings
that I have had has come from acting
out the "nip it in the bud" advice. If I
detect a rising feeling about something
Diannah has said or done, I try to
check it out now. It's simple. I just
ask. Most of the time, my fears have
been ungrounded. These fears come
from somewhere inside me, and to let
them overwhelm me just doesn't make
sense. Try checking out your fears.
Now, let's get back to the shirts.
What's going on here? It is a playlet
that might be titled, "Pay attention to
me. No, me!" We have learned that
the shirt game was my way of asking
for attention from my wife and her not
doing the shirts was her way of asking
for attention from me. A transactional
analysis exercise helped us see the
parent, adult, child parts of us involved in this conflict. I was the child
when I got my feelings hurt when she
failed to do the shirts, and she was the
child when I turned parent and berated
her for not doing the shirts.
Perhaps each of us felt uncomfortable because the need for attention
was expressing itself in negative ways
instead of positive ways.
The shirt issue just isn't that important any more because we both have
recognized through the creative use of
conflict that we need to get and give
attention to each other.
That doesn't mean that all conflict
is ended. Conflict can, should and does
still arise readily in our marriage, but
we believe we are practicing and
learning to deal with it in healthy,
creative ways to help us go ahead,
not in circles.
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CHURCH NEWS
from page six
The Cedar Heights congregation reports
four persons baptized on Sunday, May 13,
and eleven persons received into church
membership on Sunday, May 20. Rev.
Clarence Brubaker is the pastor.
The Five Forks congregation held a
"Show and Tell" service on Sunday
evening, July 1. Personal testimonies were
given by people who have had an unusual
experience. They related the experience
and how the Lord had helped them
through it. Objects illustrating what
happened to them were shown. The pastor
is Rev. James W. Esh.

Montgomery Centennial
The weekend of May 26 and 27 marked
the observance by the Montgomery congregation, near Greencastle, Pa., of its
100th anniversary.
The Saturday afternoon service was in
the tradition of the Love Feast with Rev.
William Martin and Rev. Allen Brubaker
as speakers. Following the evening (Love
Feast) meal there was a combined service
observing Feet Washing and Communion.
Dr. C a r l t o n Wittlinger, Church
Archivist, spoke on Sunday morning to a
capacity audience on "Worship in the
Early Brethren in Christ Church."
In the evening service Bishop Henry A.
Ginder, Bishop of the Allegheny
Conference, spoke on "The Church
Authentic in Today's World."
Special music was furnished by the
"Lazarus Men's Quartette" and "The
Faith and Hope Singers."

Souderton Breaks Ground

In a service, at the conclusion of the
June 3 worship hour, led by the pastor,
Rev. John A. Byer, the Souderton, Pa.,
congregation broke ground for an
educational wing to their present church.
P i c t u r e d in the a c c o m p a n y i n g
photograph is Henry Rosenberger, 95year-old member of the congregation,
lifting a shovel of sod, assisted by Mark
Garis, Chairman of the Building Committee. Mr. Rosenberger helped to build
the original church building on Railroad
Avenue and was present for the groundbreaking of the present church twelve
years ago.
Also pictured are (left) the pastor, Rev.
John A. Byers, and (right) the contractor,
Raymond Hess.

The Christ Crusaders of Fellowship
Chapel held a retreat at Camp Brookhaven
on June 15-17. Over fifty young people
attended. The guest speaker was Henry
Garcia. Rev. Alvin Book is the pastor at
Fellowship Chapel.
The Mount Pleasant congregation held a
special service on Sunday, June 17. The
pastor, Rev. Harry D. Bert, led married
couples in restating their marriage vows to
each other. The Berean Bible Class of the
congregation, served a dinner for the
Senior citizens of the community on Sunday, June 24.
The Tremont congregation reports five
children dedicated to the Lord during the
month of May. On Sunday, June 17, the
children sang in honor of the fathers
present. Each father received a carnation.
Rev. Homer Rissinger is the pastor.
14

MIDWEST
The Dallas Center and Des Moines
congregations held a joint Love Feast
service on Saturday afternoon, June 30, in
the Dallas Center Church. A fellowship
meal, Feet Washing and Communion
followed in the evening. Rev. Millard
Haldeman is the pastor at Dallas Center
and Rev. Robert Bushnell is pastor at Des
Moines.

PACIFIC

The Ganddal Girls Choir were guests of
the Upland congregation on Friday, July
20. The choir consists of 45 girls from
Norway. The pastor is Rev. Elbert N.
Smith.
A memorial for the late Rev. H. H.
Brubaker was given by the Bible Class of
the Upland Sunday School, a class which
had been taught by Rev. Brubaker until
the time of his death. The memorial is an
edition of the Bible with four parallel
t r a n s l a t i o n s — King J a m e s , New
American Standard, New English, and the
Jerusalem Bible. Presentation was made
by Pastor Elbert N. Smith to the chairman
of the Library Committee, Mr. Robert
Tidgwell.

CANADIAN

The Ridgemount congregation had as
guest speaker, Mr. Marty Karl, on Sunday, June 17. Mr. Karl is director of
Harbor Rescue Mission and told of the
work of winning souls through the mission
work. He also ministered to the congregation in song. Rev. John Schock is the
pastor.
The WMPC of the Wainfleet congregation planned and presented the Sunday
evening service on June 24. Returned
missionary, Mrs. John Sider was the guest
speaker. The pastor is Rev. Ronald
Lofthouse.

ATLANTIC

sons were baptized. Rev. David P.
Buckwalter is the pastor.

CENTRAL

The Beulah Chapel congregation viewed
pictures of the Holy Land on Sunday
evening, July 1. The pictures were taken
and shown by Rev. and Mrs. Elam
Dohner, pastor of the Phoneton congregation. The pastor at Beulah Chapel is Rev.
Harold E. Paulus.
The Leonard congregation reports a
renewed spiritual life in recent weeks.
There were 75 present on Sunday, June 17.
On a Wednesday evening there were 50
present for prayer service. Several new
families have been attending with one
conversion and several rededications
recently. The pastor is Rev. Dwayne
Hulett.
During the month of June the Pomeroy
Chapel congregation received ten persons
into church membership. Also nine per-

BIRTHS
Crow: Tina Marie, born June 15 to Mr.
and Mrs. Kenneth Crow, Fairview congregation, Ohio.
McCombs: Norman Richard, born
April 10 to Mr. and Mrs. Roy McCombs,
Cheapside congregation, Ont.
Smith: Jennifer Lee, born June 24 to
Mr. and Mrs. Bob Smith, Redland Valley
congregation, Pa.

WEDDINGS

Burkholder-Stone: Cindy, daughter of
Mrs. Carlean Shomper and Mr. John
Stone, and Mark, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Jacob Burkholder, both of R. D.,
Diilsburg, Pa., June 16 in the Morning
Hour Chapel with Rev. Roy J. Musser
officiating.
Cramer-Heister: Jane, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. William Heister, Mattawana,
Pa., and Mark, son of Mrs. Geraldine
Cramer, Thompsontown, Pa., April 21 in
the Cedar Grove Church with Rev. Eugene
Heidler officiating.
Evangelical

Visitor

Hahn-Wolff: Debra Wolff, and Larry
Hahn, June 23 in the Five Forks Church.
Jones-Book: Sheila, daughter of Rev.
and Mrs. Alvin Book, Bronx, New York,
and Bill, son of Mr. and Mrs. Ed Jones,
Shamokin, Pa., May 19 in the Grantham
Church with the father of the bride
officiating.
Keith-Weibley: Hazel Lee Weibley,
daughter of Mrs. Elva Sayers, and Marion
Everill Keith, son of Mrs. Jewell Keith,
June 22 in the Upland Church.
Miley-Lesher: Maxine Emily, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Lesher, R. 6,
Chambersburg, and Roy, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Donald Miley, R. 5, Chambersburg,
June 16 in the Chambersburg Church with
Rev. James Lesher officiating.
Moore-Stephens: Lynda Stephens and
Arnold Moore, in the Wainfleet Church
with Rev. Ronald Lofthouse officiating.
Riley-Weibley: Deborah Kay Weibley
and Victor David Riley, June 23 in the
Breman Memorial Chapel, Doubling Gap,
Pa., with Rev. H a r r y L. Ritchey
officiating.
Saxman-Adams: Melba Lou, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Lester Adams, Tremont,
Pa., and David, son of Rev. and Mrs.
Merle Saxman, Williamstown, Pa., in the
Tremont Church with Rev. Homer
Rissinger and the father of the groom
officiating.
Zook-Childs: Kathleen Sue, daughter of
Mr. Clifford Childs, Wheeler, Mich., and
Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs. LeRoy Zook,
Midland, Mich., in Jackson Street United
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jerry
Zook, brother of the groom, and Rev.
Andrew Stoner officiating.

OBITUARIES

Ayers: Aileen L. Ayers, born July 14,
1929, died June 18, 1973. She was married
to John Richard Ayers, who survives. Also
surviving are two sons: John Richard, Jr.,
and Randolph M.; one daughter, Gloria;
one grandson; her mother; two brothers;
and one sister. She was a member of the
Altoona Brethren in Christ Church. The
funeral was held in the Altoona Church
with Rev. Avery L. Sollenberger, Rev.
Darleigh Replogle, and Rev. John L.
Rosenberry officiating. Interment was in
the Fairview Cemetery, Martinsburg, under the direction of S. Gerald Weaver,
Funeral Director.
Baker: Mary Arsula Baker, born Dec.
17, 1899, in Muskoka County, Ont.,
Canada, died June 14, 1973, at her home in
Kindersley. She was married to George
Leonard Baker on July 9, 1919. She is
survived by three daughters: Mrs. Oliver
Winger, Mrs. Lewis Winger, and Mrs.
Tom Keslick; six grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; two brothers; and five
sisters. She was a member of the
Kindersley Brethren in Christ Church.
Beachin: Lorena Beachin, born April 10,
1886, died June 22, 1973. She was the
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Beachin, Wainfleet, Ont. She is survived
by one sister, Mrs. Elvira Clark. One
July

25,1973

brother and one sister preceded her in
death. She attended the Wainfleet
Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral
service was held in the Ballards Funeral
Home, Dunville, with Rev. Edward
Gilmore officiating. Interment was in the
Zion Cemetery.
Bert: Jane Plum Bert, born Nov. 10,
1890, died June 30, 1973 in Upland, Calif.
In 1950 she was married to Joe Bert, who
died in 1971. She is survived by two
s t e p s o n s : E l d o n and B e r t ; four
grandchildren; two great-grandchildren;
one sister; and one brother. She was a
member of the Upland Brethren in Christ
Church and was one of the first song
leaders there. The funeral service was held
in the Upland Church with Rev. Elbert N.
Smith officiating. Interment was in the
Bellevue Mausoleum, Ontario, Calif.
C l i m e n h a g a : M r s . Eva H o o v e r
Climenhaga, born March 22, 1897, died
May 28, 1973 at her home in Clarence
Center, New York. She was married to
Marion Climenhaga who survives. Also
surviving are one son: Maynard; four
daughters: Mrs. Gordon Booker, Mrs.
Frank Fox, Mrs. James Miller, and Mrs.
Albert Hostetter; twelve grandchildren;
five brothers; and three sisters. She was a
member of the Brethren in Christ Church
since her early teens. The funeral service
was held in the Bertie Church with Rev.
Wilbur W. Benner, Rev. Richard Bender,
and Rev. William Charlton officiating. A
brief service was conducted at the Clarence
Center Funeral Home by Rev. Richard
Bender. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
Feaster: Raymond L. Feaster, born Oct.
29, 1914, in Fishertown, Pa., died June 1,
1973, in the Windber Hospital. He was the
son of S h e r m a n G. and M a r y a n n
Hoopengardner Feaster. In 1939 he
married Helen Corley who survives. Also
surviving are three sons: Raymond L., II,
Michael, and R. Mark; two daughters:
Susan L., and Mary Ellen; four brothers;
and two sisters. He had served as assistant
pastor of the Spring Hope Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the Roland S. Keller Funeral
Home, Bedford, with Rev. Roy E. Carnaham officiating. Interment was in the
Fishertown Cemetery.
Funck: Mrs. Edna Light Funck, 74, died
June 15, 1973, in Palmyra, Pa. She was the
widow of Ammon B. Funck. She is survived by two sons: Stanley P., and Dennis
L.; a daughter, Mrs. Robert H. Gingrich;
three sisters; t h r e e b r o t h e r s ; six
g r a n d c h i l d r e n , and two g r e a t grandchildren. She was a member of the
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church. Rev.
J. Robert Lehman officiated at the funeral.
Interment was in the Fairland Cemetery.
Herr: Esther H. Herr, 62, born in East
Donegal Twp., Pa., died June 12, 1973.
She was the daughter of Noah W. and
Katie Hoffman Mummau. She was
married to Christian H. Herr who survives. Also surviving are one daugher,
Mrs. Leroy Burkhart; one grandson; one
brother; and one sister. She was a member
of the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was held in the

Cross Roads Church with Rev.- B. E.
Thuma and Rev. Roy J. Peterman
officiating. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
Hess: Laban S. Hess, born Aug. 17,
1896, near Duffield, Pa., died May 8, 1973,
in the Chambersburg Hospital. He was the
son of Albert and Lena Sollenberger Hess.
He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Mary
Zook Hess; three sons: E. Glenn, Harold
L., and Merle E.; two daughters: Mrs.
Donald Blackketter and Mrs. Charles
Little; 23 grandchildren; six greatgrandchildren; and two brothers. He was a
member of the New Guilford Brethren in
Christ Church. The funeral service was
held in the New Guilford Church with Rev.
Marlin K. Ressler officiating. Interment
was in the adjoining cemetery.
Hess: Mrs. Ruth S. Hess, born Nov. 28,
1911, near Duffield, Pa., died in the
Chambersburg Hospital, May 13, 1973.
She was the daugher of Adam and Nellie
Ausherman Knepper. She was married to
Eber S. Hess who survives. Also surviving
are her father; one daughter, Mrs. Karl
Hess; three grandchildren; one sister; and
seven brothers. A number of nieces and
nephews also survive. She was a member
of the New Guilford Brethren in Christ
Church where she had taught a Sunday
school class for 30 years. The funeral
service was held in the New Guilford
Church with Rev. Marlin K. Ressler and
Rev. Charles W. Rife officiating. Interment was in the adjoining cemetery.
Holt: Fannie Lebeck Milne Holt, died
March 31, 1973, in the Port Colborne,
Ont., Hospital. She is survived by three
daughters: Mary Anderson, Carol Long,
and Betty Sherk. She was a member of the
Collingwood Brethren in Christ Church. A
memorial service was held in the Stayner
Church with Bishop E. J. Swalm, Rev. C.
H. Sider, and Rev. Robert J. Rolston
officiating. Interment was in the adjoining
cemetery.
Stayman: Mrs. Martha E. Stayman,
born July 30, 1920, in Chambersburg, Pa.,
died June 13, 1973, in the Chambersburg
Hospital. She was the daughter of Henry
and Ella Wenger Thrush. She is survived
by her husband, Wilbur W. Stayman;
three sons: Robert E., Richard L., and
Ronald W.; two daughters: Mrs. Wayne
Hock and Mrs. Ray Alleman; six
grandchildren; three brothers; and two
sisters. She was a member of the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church.
The funeral service was held in the
Chambersburg Church with Rev. Charles
W. Rife and Bishop Charlie Byers
officiating. Interment was in the Air Hill
Cemetery.
Wengert: Viola Mae, born Jan. 26,
1930, died June 21, 1973. She was the
daugher of Norman S. and Florence Hock
Wengert. She is survived by her father; two
brothers: Samuel H., and Roy A.; one
sister, Ruth Wengert; and a number of
nieces and nephews. She was a member of
the Mowersville Brethren in Christ
Church. The funeral service was held in the
Air Hill Church with Rev. Simon Lehman,
Jr. and Rev. Avery Musser officiating.
Interment was in the Air Hill Cemetery.
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The Contemporary Scene
AMNESTY:
A Christian Declaration
Peace Section MCC
A S A major chapter in the Indochina war ends, it is
important that the suffering and tragedy of the millions
of war victims in Southeast Asia and North America not
be forgotten. In a real sense everyone is a victim — those
who promoted misguided policies as well as those who
suffer from the terror of bombs and napalm and the
thousands of civilians still imprisoned in South Vietnamese jails. Another group which continues to be victimized by the war, though they courageously refused to
participate in it, are the thousands of fugitives from
compulsory military service. It is for these persons that
amnesty is needed.
I
Canada and the United States were once known by the
nations of the world as lands of refuge for persons who
opposed peace-time conscription or who refused to fight in
wars. Among those who came for such reasons were some
of our Mennonite and Brethren in Christ forebears. Many
came as fugitives from compulsory military service. With
the war in Indochina, this situation changed and the
United States has now become a land from which men are
fleeing. Canada, among other nations, has been the
recipient of many of these fugitives of conscience.
Many Christians in Canada have rallied to aid those
troubled, conscientious young men and their families; they
have provided food, shelter and fellowship. These
ministrations of mercy grew out of a deep sense of
Christian obligation to help "the stranger within the
gates." It was also a repayment, in many cases, for the
hospitality and friendship given to those who earlier came
to Canada as refugee-immigrants. We thank God for these
demonstrations of love and compassion.

This statement represents the consensus of the Peace
Section of the Mennonite Central Committee. The
document was prepared to generate honest discussion and to help to focus the moral and theological
issues regarding amnesty.
Both within the Christian churches of North
America and within the larger society, there is a
broad diversity of thought concerning amnesty for
those who would not participate in the Vietnam war.
It is an issue which must be faced and ultimatelyresolved. The Peace Section has attempted to state
with clarity and precision the position which it feels
is consonant with our Mennonite theology of
peacemaking and reconciling.
Walton Hackman
Executive Secretary
Peace Section

II
As Mennonite and Brethren in Christ Christians, we
oppose all wars and believe that the refusal to participate
in war is the Christian's duty. The Indochina war is no
exception. Indeed this has been a particularly heinous war
in the way it has been fought. It is our strong belief that
Christ's message of peace and reconciliation is at the very
heart of the gospel. From this perspective and with this
concern we speak for amnesty, an action which we believe
can help heal the wounds of the war.
Reconciliation and the restoration of civil rights can
come through a general amnesty — an amnesty which will,
as the word in its origin implies, forget the legal offenses
because of a greater interest at hand. For us in this
situation, amnesty is the law's ability to set aside its own
power to indict and punish.
Many not faced with the life and death decisions of the
draftee or a person in military service, see amnesty either
as a generous act for youths who made a mistake or as
forgiveness for those who broke the law. For Anabaptist
Christians, the view is quite different. We join with many
of these young men in believing that taking a stand against
the immorality of the Vietnam war needs no forgiveness.
The "premature awakening of conscience" should not
cause the young men who early opposed participation in
this immoral war to continue to be considered criminals.
Indeed are these not a part of that creative minority who
have helped to change American opinion from supporting
war to the recognition that it was a fundamental mistake?
to page seven
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